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HEAL 2026 Photo Competition 
 

Dear colleagues, 
HEAL National Research Network is excited to announce the HEAL 2026 Photo Competition, 
held in the lead-up to the HEAL 2026 Conference. 

Conference theme 
Time to Listen, Learn and Act for Lasting Impact on Healthy Environments 

About the competition 
The competition invites HEAL investigators, early- and mid-career researchers, affiliates, PhD 
candidates and community members to submit original photographs that creatively explore one 
or more of HEAL’s research themes. 

We welcome entries that combine scientific inquiry with diverse forms of creative expression. 
Submitted photographs should encourage reflection, spark discussion and inspire action on 
healthy environments. 

Winning and selected images may be used by HEAL in communication, engagement and 
promotional materials. 

Competition themes 
Entries should connect with at least one of the following HEAL research themes: 

• Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
• Data and Decision Support Systems 
• Science Communication 
• Health Systems Resilience and Sustainability 
• Bushfires, Air Pollution and Extreme Weather Events 
• Food, Soil and Water Security 
• Biosecurity and Emerging Infections 
• Urban Health and Built Environment 
• Rural and Remote Health 
• At-risk Populations and Life Course Solutions 

Entry requirements 
Your photograph must: 

• Be submitted by a HEAL investigator, HEAL early- or mid-career researcher, PhD 
candidate or HEAL affiliate (HEAL Affiliate Membership is free of charge, and 
applications can be submitted online). 

• Clearly illustrate one or more HEAL research themes. 
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• Be your original work. 
• Not be AI-generated. 
• Be culturally appropriate and sensitive. 
• Include consent from any identifiable people shown. 
• Follow the privacy and data-handling requirements in Annexure 1. 
• Comply with the copyright and usage conditions. Participants retain copyright but grant 

HEAL permission to use submitted images for agreed communication and engagement 
purposes. 

Submission limits and specifications 
Each participant may submit a maximum of two entries. 

If submitting two images, each must address a different research theme. 

Photos must be:  
• High resolution at 300 dpi 
• In JPEG format 
• No larger than 5 MB 
• Either full colour or black and white 

How to enter 
Email your entries to: heal@canberra.edu.au 
Please include the photographer’s name, affiliation, contact details, the relevant research 
theme, and a short caption or description explaining how the image connects with that theme. 

Prizes and announcement 
Winning entries will receive prizes and will be announced at the HEAL 2026 Conference. 

Submission deadline 
5 pm AEST, Friday 9 October 2026 
 
We look forward to seeing your creative perspectives on healthy environments.  

Good luck and thank you for taking part! 

 

Best wishes, 

Sotiris Vardoulakis 

Director, HEAL National Research Network 
Health Research Institute, University of Canberra 
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Annexure 1 
Privacy & Consent Statement 
By submitting my entry to the HEAL 2026 Photo Contest, I acknowledge and agree to the 
following: 

1. Data Collection: HEAL administering team at University of Canberra will collect my 
name, affiliation, and submitted media (photo, video) for the purpose of administering 
the competition and showcasing selected works on the HEAL website and promotional 
channels. 

2. Use of Submissions: I will retain full copyright of my work. However, by entering, I 
grant HEAL National Research Network at University of Canberra, a non-exclusive, 
royalty-free license to use my submission for promotional, educational, and display 
purposes, including online publication. All submissions used will be credited 
appropriately on the HEAL National Research Network’s website and other promotional 
materials.   

3. Consent for Identifiable Individuals: If my submission includes identifiable individuals, 
I confirm that I have obtained their consent (or parental/guardian consent for minors) for 
public display and use. 

4. Cultural Sensitivity: If my submission includes Indigenous or cultural elements, HEAL 
will commit to respecting cultural protocols. I may specify any restrictions on how my 
work is displayed or shared. 

5. Data Security: My personal information will be stored securely and only accessed by 
authorised staff. HEAL will not share my data with third parties without my consent. 

6. Retention & Deletion: HEAL will delete personal data and unused submissions after 
12 months unless I request earlier removal. 

7. My Rights: I may request access to, correction of, or deletion of my personal data at 
any time by contacting heal@canberra.edu.au.  

 
 
Full Name: …………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Signature: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Date: …………………………………………………………………… 
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