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Abstract Submission Guidelines
General Information:

e Abstract word limitis 300 maximum. If the abstract is beyond 300 words, it will
automatically be disqualified.

e Abstracts must be submitted through the vFairs platform.

e When using abbreviations within the body of the abstract, please spell out the
word in full at first mention and follow with the abbreviation in parenthesis.

e No changes can be made after the abstract submission deadline.

¢ You will receive a confirmation email once your abstract is submitted.

e Forassistance with abstract submission, please contact support@vfairs.com.
e Presenters will only be invited once the abstract submission is accepted.

e Presentations will be present virtually, and all presentations will be accessible on
the virtual platform.

Submission Timeline:

The abstract submission portal will close at 10am (AEST) on Monday 17 August 2026.
Abstract notifications will be emailed in late September 2026.

HEAL2026 Research Themes:

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and knowledge translation for
building resilience to environmental change

e Health systems sustainability and resilience to climate change

¢ Health impacts of bushfires, air pollution and extreme events

e Food, soil and water safety and security in a changing environment

e Biosecurity, and emerging infections in the context of environmental change
e Urban health, built environment and nature-based solutions

 Rural and remote health and climate-related disasters
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e At-risk populations, early life effects and life-course solutions

e Data and decision support systems for environmental health applications
e Science communication, policy translation and impact

¢ Climate change and mental health and wellbeing

e Al, Digital Innovation and Emerging Technologies for Environmental Health and
Resilience

For further details on the HEAL research themes visit: https://healnetwork.au/themes/
Oral Presentation:

Presenter will be accepted for one of the conference’s thematic breakout sessions. The
details regarding your presentation will be determined by the Conference Scientific
Committee, and you will be notified in the acceptance email.

E-Poster Presentation:

Abstracts selected for posters will be uploaded to the conference website for display
throughout HEAL2026 conference. The conference platform will allow for virtual Q&A
and informal discussions with interested attendees during designated poster
sessions. The details regarding the e-poster will be provided to you in the acceptance
email.

HEAL Conference Scientific Committee

The Conference Scientific Committee will accept abstracts based on their relevance to
the HEAL2026 conference theme, the selected research theme, its content, showcasing
innovation and/ or approaches to solving problems that are novel or innovative.

Abstract Assessment Criteria

The HEAL Conference Scientific Committee will use the following criteria to accept
abstracts:

e Importance and Relevance: The topic addresses an important environmental or
population health issue and demonstrates originality, significance, and
relevance to the conference theme and selected research theme.

e Approach and Methodology: The study design, methods, or approach are
clearly described, innovative where appropriate, aligned with the study
objectives, and of high scientific or practical quality.

e Findings and Learning Outcomes: Findings are clearly articulated, credible,
and supported by the evidence presented. Abstracts must identify at least two
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measurable learning outcomes that describe the knowledge, skills, or insights
attendees will gain from the session.

Impact and Significance: The study demonstrates meaningful implications for
environmental and population health, including contributions to new or
advanced knowledge and potential socioeconomic, environmental, cultural, or
policy benefits for Australian and international communities.

Presentation Quality: The abstract is well-organised, clearly written, and
effectively communicates the key messages of the proposed oral or poster
presentation.



